Research & Technical Writing
Course Syllabus  |  Academic Year 2026–2027
Core Text: Research Strategies by William Badke
Instructor: Kristy Huntsman, 580-399-2286, KLHuntsman@gmail.com
Course Description
This is a year-long course in research and academic writing. Over 32 weeks, you will build one complete, well-researched, 8-10 page academic paper on a topic of your own choosing.
The key word is build. You will not sit down one day and try to produce a research paper from scratch. Instead, you will work through the process one step at a time: choosing a topic, learning to search, finding and evaluating sources, organizing your research, developing a thesis, and drafting your paper section by section. Each week's assignment is one manageable piece, and each piece connects to the next. By the time you sit down to write your rough draft, most of the hard work will already be done.
Along the way, you will develop skills that will serve you well beyond this class: how to find credible sources, how to read and evaluate research, how to build an argument from evidence, how to write clearly and cite properly, and how to present your ideas with confidence.
Topic Selection
You will choose your own research topic, and that is one of the best parts of this class. The one requirement is that your topic must have enough academic sources available to support a research paper. We will work together in the first few weeks to find the intersection of what genuinely interests you and what has a real scholarly conversation around it. Pick something you want to know more about. Your curiosity will carry you through the year.
Required Materials
1. Research Strategies: Finding Your Way Through the Information Fog, 7th Edition, by William Badke. We will read this cover to cover over the course of the year, one chapter at a time.
1. Purdue OWL (owl.purdue.edu), a free online MLA reference. Bookmark this on day one; you will use it all year.
1. A system for saving and organizing your sources: a folder on your computer, Google Drive, or a free tool like Zotero. You will accumulate 15+ sources over the year and need to find them again.
1. A notebook or digital document for reading notes, separate from your annotated bibliography.

How the Year Works
Each week follows the same rhythm: we learn a new concept or skill in class, you practice it at home, and we workshop your work together the following week. Class time is for discussion, demonstration, peer review, and solving problems together. Independent writing happens at home.
First Semester: Research (Weeks 1–16)
You will choose your topic, develop a research question, and learn how to search academic databases, library catalogs, and other resources. Starting in Week 7, you will begin building an annotated bibliography, which is an organized collection of your sources with notes on each one. By the end of the semester, you will have 15+ quality sources and a clear picture of the themes and arguments shaping your topic. You will not have written the paper yet, but you will have done most of the thinking.
Second Semester: Writing and Revision (Weeks 17–32)
You will develop your thesis, build an outline from your research, and draft the paper one section at a time. Each section is workshopped in class before you move to the next. The rough draft is due in Week 24, followed by several weeks of revision, peer review, editing, and polishing. Final papers are due Week 31, and Week 32 is reserved for oral presentations.
The Annotated Bibliography
Starting in Week 7, you will build an annotated bibliography: a running collection of your sources, each with a proper MLA citation and your notes about it. This becomes the foundation your paper is built on.
Your annotations will develop as your skills grow. Early in the process, a brief note about what the source covers and why it might be useful is enough. As you learn to read research more effectively, your annotations will become more detailed, identifying arguments, evidence, and how sources connect to one another. This progression is built into the course, so you will always know what is expected.
One important habit to develop early: save everything you find. Download PDFs, photocopy book chapters, and bookmark database links. Some sources, especially interlibrary loan books, may only be available temporarily. Write your notes while you have the source in hand.
A Note on Grading
Weekly assignments, the annotated bibliography, paper drafts, and the final paper will all be reviewed, with corrections and feedback provided to students and families throughout the year. As is standard in a homeschool co-op setting, parents retain ultimate responsibility for assigning final course grades on student transcripts.
Primary areas of evaluation include:
1. Weekly assignment completion and quality (readings, reflections, exercises, and section drafts)
1. Annotated bibliography development, citation accuracy, and depth of annotations
1. The final research paper: strength of argument, use of evidence, and MLA formatting
1. Peer review and class participation
1. Consistency of independent work between sessions
1. Oral presentation
One note for students: the rough draft is not expected to be perfect. That is what the revision weeks are for. What matters at that stage is that you have a complete draft to work with.
Course Expectations
Stay with the Process
This course is designed so that each week's work prepares you for the next. Staying current with your assignments is not about checking boxes. It is about keeping the momentum that makes the whole project work. When you stay with the process, you will be surprised at how naturally the paper comes together. If you fall behind, the issue is not one missed check mark. It is that the next step becomes harder without the one before it. If you need extra time, please talk to me early. I am always more flexible when I know what is going on.
Academic Integrity
We will spend real class time learning to quote, paraphrase, summarize, and cite properly. Plagiarism most often happens by accident, and the best way to prevent it is to understand how it works. The standard is straightforward: if an idea or a phrase came from someone else, give them credit. We will practice this until it becomes second nature.
A Note on AI
I am not going to pretend AI does not exist. Tools like ChatGPT are part of the world you live in, and learning to use them wisely is a reasonable skill to have.
In this class, you may use AI tools for two things: brainstorming keywords for your research searches and proofreading your own writing. That is it. The research, the reading, the note-taking, the thinking, and the writing itself need to be yours.
This is not an arbitrary rule. The entire point of this course is to build your ability to investigate a complex question, evaluate evidence, and construct an argument. Those skills only develop when you do the work yourself. An AI can generate text, but it cannot teach your brain how to think through a problem. You need the reps.
Peer Review
You will review your classmates' work and they will review yours, at multiple points throughout the year. Giving thoughtful feedback is a skill, and receiving honest feedback with an open mind is a discipline. Both make your paper stronger than it would have been on its own. Be specific, be honest, and be kind.
Source Management
Your annotated bibliography is a living document that grows all year. Keep it organized, keep it updated, and back it up. Save your work in at least two places. Losing your bibliography means rebuilding months of effort.
Technology
You will need regular access to a computer and the internet for database searching, source management, and writing. If access is a concern, please let me know early so we can make a plan.
What to Expect
There is no getting around it: writing a research paper is a big accomplishment. But the way this course is structured, you will never face the whole thing at once. You will face one piece at a time, and each piece is something you can do.
There will be weeks where the research feels slow, weeks where the writing is hard, and maybe a week where you wonder why you picked your topic. That is completely normal. That is what the process looks like for everyone, including professional researchers. Keep going.
One last thing. You have my contact information…use it. If you get stuck between class meetings, a search that goes nowhere, a source that will not untangle, a week where it all feels like too much, reach out! Do not sit stuck for six days waiting for class. I would much rather answer a question on a Tuesday than watch you lose a whole week to something we could solve in five minutes. I am here to help you learn and grow, and I mean that.
You know the old question: how do you eat an elephant? One bite at a time. That is exactly what this course is. Week by week, bite by bite, you will build something real. And somewhere around Week 24, you will look up and realize the elephant is gone, and in its place is a research paper with your name on it.
I am looking forward to watching each of you get there.










Course Calendar & Weekly Assignments
Dates follow the Arrow Christian Academy 2026–2027 calendar. Pacing is tentative and may be adjusted to the pace of the class. Assignments are due at the following class meeting. Readings come from Research Strategies, 7th Edition, unless otherwise noted. Your annotated bibliography grows in the background nearly every week: keep it organized, keep it current, and back it up.
	Date
	Wk
	Class Focus
	Assignments for the Week (due at the next class)

	FALL SEMESTER 2026

	Aug 13
	1
	What Is Research?
	1. Read ch. 1.
1. Write a one paragraph reflection: what do you think you already know about research, and what intimidates you about it? Be honest.

	Aug 20
	2
	What Is Scholarship?
	1. Read ch. 2.
1. Find 3 examples on any topic that interests you: one academic source, one popular source, and one unreliable source.
1. Be ready to defend your categorizations.

	Aug 27
	—
	No class
	Keep collecting possible paper topics. Bring your curiosity back with you.

	Sep 3
	3
	Choosing Your Topic
	1. Read ch. 3, sections 3.1–3.5.
1. Brainstorm 3 potential paper topics you genuinely care about.
1. For each, write 2–3 sentences on why it interests you and why academic sources likely exist on it.

	Sep 10
	4
	Topic Commitment & Research Questions
	1. Read ch. 3, sections 3.6–3.9.
1. Write a one-page topic proposal.
1. Draft 3 possible research questions: genuine questions you do not already know the answer to.

	Sep 17
	5
	Keywords and Search Strategy
	1. Read ch. 4.
1. Build a keyword list of at least 15 related terms, synonyms, and adjacent concepts for your research question. Cast it wide.

	Sep 24
	6
	Metadata and Controlled Vocabularies
	1. Read ch. 5.
1. Conduct your first real database search using keywords and controlled vocabularies.
1. Find 5 potentially useful sources and save full citation information for each.

	Oct 1
	7
	Library Catalogs & Journal Databases – the annotated bibliography begins
	1. Read ch. 6.
1. Write a proper MLA citation for each of your 5 sources using Purdue OWL, plus 2–3 sentences on each.
1. This is the start of your annotated bibliography.

	Oct 8
	8
	Internet Research
	1. Read ch. 7.
1. Find 3 more sources, at least one using Google Scholar or another academic search engine. Add them to your bibliography.
1. Two weeks for this work; enjoy fall break!

	Oct 15
	—
	Fall Break
	Finish your ch. 7 work and keep saving everything you find.

	Oct 22
	9
	Other Resources and Strategic Searching
	1. Read ch. 8.
1. Identify 2–3 gaps in your source coverage and run targeted searches to fill them.
1. Add at least 3 new sources. Goal: 11+ annotated sources.

	Oct 29
	10
	Reading for Research
	1. Read ch. 9, sections 9.1–9.2.
1. Practice the research reading strategy on one of your sources: annotate the main argument, the evidence used, and what is useful for YOUR paper.

	Nov 5
	11
	Note-Taking and Tracking Sources
	1. Read ch. 9, sections 9.3–9.4.
1. Annotate 3 more sources using the note-taking system from class.
1. Your bibliography should now have at least 14 sources.

	Nov 12
	12
	Plagiarism, Quoting, and Paraphrasing
	1. Read ch. 9, section 9.5.
1. Take one paragraph from one of your sources and write a direct quote, a paraphrase, and a summary, each with proper MLA in-text citation.
1. Bring all three versions.

	Nov 19
	13
	Citation Workshop
	1. Continue annotating sources. Goal: 15 solid annotated sources with proper MLA citations.
1. Two weeks for this work; enjoy Thanksgiving!

	Nov 26
	—
	Thanksgiving Break
	Continue annotation work as needed.

	Dec 3
	14
	Mid-Year Checkpoint – Organizing Your Resources
	1. Read ch. 10.
1. Look across ALL your sources and identify 3–4 major themes that keep appearing.
1. Write a paragraph on each theme listing which sources speak to it.

	Dec 10
	15
	Synthesizing Sources: Agreements and Tensions
	1. Choose 2 of your themes.
1. For each, write a paragraph synthesizing what multiple sources say: agreements, tensions, and unanswered questions across sources.

	Dec 17
	16
	The Scholarly Conversation – Semester Wrap-Up
	1. Identify the 2–3 most influential authors or works in your topic area and write a paragraph on why they matter.
1. Then rest. The research is done; the writing begins in January. Merry Christmas!

	Dec 24 & 31
	—
	Christmas Break
	Rest. Your sources will be waiting for you in January.

	SPRING SEMESTER 2027

	Jan 7
	17
	From Research Question to Thesis
	1. Read ch. 11.
1. Draft 3 possible thesis statements: specific, arguable claims your research actually supports.
1. Bring all three; you will refine to one in class.

	Jan 14
	18
	Thesis Workshop and Outlining
	1. Build a full sentence outline from your themes and thesis.
1. Every major point needs 2–3 supporting sub-points drawn from specific sources. Label which source supports which point.

	Jan 21
	19
	Outline Workshop & Writing the Introduction
	1. Write your introduction: hook, context, and thesis, approximately one page.
1. Aim for existence, not perfection.
1. Two weeks for this work; no class Jan 28.

	Jan 28
	—
	No class
	Continue working on your introduction.

	Feb 4
	20
	Introduction Workshop & Body Section 1
	1. Write body section 1: your first major argument, fully developed with evidence and proper MLA in-text citations.
1. Approximately 1.5 to 2 pages.

	Feb 11
	21
	Body Section 1 Workshop & Counterargument
	1. Write body section 2, including at least one counterargument acknowledgment somewhere in this section.
1. Approximately 1.5 to 2 pages.

	Feb 18
	22
	Body Section 2 Workshop & MLA Formatting
	1. Write body section 3: your final major argument.
1. Approximately 1.5 to 2 pages.

	Feb 25
	23
	Body Section 3 Workshop & Conclusions
	1. Write your conclusion (half to one page).
1. Compile your complete Works Cited page using Purdue OWL. Every source cited must appear; every source listed must be cited.

	Mar 4
	24
	ROUGH DRAFT DUE – Celebration Day 
	1. Read your entire draft out loud to yourself.
1. Mark anywhere it sounds awkward, unclear, or repetitive, or where transitions feel rough.
1. Bring your marked-up draft.

	Mar 11
	25
	Revision: Big Picture
	1. Revise for structure and clarity: does every paragraph support the thesis? Does the logic flow? Does the evidence prove each claim?
1. Two weeks for this work; enjoy spring break!

	Mar 18
	—
	Spring Break
	Continue revising. A rested writer revises better.

	Mar 25
	26
	Peer Review Workshop
	1. Incorporate peer feedback where it strengthens the paper.
1. Write a one paragraph reflection: what feedback did you take, what did you push back on, and why?

	Apr 1
	27
	Editing: Sentence Level
	1. Improve at least 10 specific sentences in your paper.
1. Complete a full citation audit: every in-text citation must match your Works Cited page exactly.

	Apr 8
	28
	Final MLA Formatting
	1. Complete a final formatting pass so the entire paper meets MLA standards precisely.
1. Submit your near-final draft for teacher review.

	Apr 15
	29
	Research Paper Clinic
	1. Read Appendix A, focusing on the sections that address your paper's specific weaknesses, and apply what you find.
1. Final read-through.

	Apr 22
	30
	Truth in a Post-Truth World + Final Conferences
	1. Read Appendix B.
1. Make final corrections based on your conference.
1. The paper is due next week. Read it one last time before you submit.

	Apr 29
	31
	FINAL PAPERS DUE 
	1. Prepare a 3–5 minute presentation: your topic and the one thing your research revealed that surprised you most.

	May 6
	32
	Presentation Day – Year-End Celebration
	1. Celebrate! You researched, wrote, revised, and presented a complete academic research paper!



